I'm writing this on Martin Luther
King Day. I worked today, no disre-
spect for Dr. Kingintended, the same.
way I normally work on Columbus
Day, President’s Day, Velerans Day
and most other times when the banks
and government shut down (o honor
whomever. I usually do take off 4th
of July because | figure thatday sym-
bolizes pretty much everything the
other guys stood for.

And with that said, I'd like 10
reflect a liwtke on this Holiday be-
cause it is at least as appropriate as
the others and ought to be ‘wcated
with the same dignity.

I'm more than a little put out by
the comments some school superin-
tenidents had in yesterday's paper
where they rationalized about why
they had decided 1o hold classes on
Minin Luther King Day, Some of
them were legitimate. Holding classes
on holidays 1o make up for or to
hedge against days that will surely be
lost Lo bad weather probably isn‘t a
bad idea as long as there is no dis-
crimination involved.

But what isn't legitimate is the
notion that, asone superintendent put
it, “we don’t have many minoritics

and the ones we do have don’t mind
us having school.”
In other words there is at least one

idiot holding a superintendent’s po-
sition of a public school system in
Kentucky who believes that Martin
Luther King Day should only be
importantio™ minorities.” 'l bethe's
also wondering why the rest of the
world considers Kentucky's public
education system (o be near (he bot-
tom of the heap.
The Civil RIL'!L\ Movement that
. King organized and initiated will
very likely be viewed by historiansat
the wm of the next century as the
single, most important thing that
happencd in the one the just ended. 1t
will probably take the rest of this
century to climinate bigotry from our
society and at least several more
generations hul Martin Luther King
is.the person historians will point.10
first when discussions center around
the subject of when America began
buying intothe factthatall peopleare
created equal.
I'have never been able 10 under-
stand bigots. 1 went to college with
1500 people in Pikeville where I was

by scemingly inclligent
folks. They made excellent grades.
Many of them went on o become
respected docuors, auomeys, engi-
ncers and tcachers. But in the fall of
1967 three young black men were
recruited 10 join the men's varsity
baskctball icam and given athletic
scholarships.

Icould notbelieve it when several

of my classmates boycotied basket- *

ball games because three freshmen
had skin that was not the same shade
astheirs, [ could not believe that nor-
mally level-headed people could
harbor hatred the way | saw and heard

&

it expressed 1o these guys. I canfiol

. printinafamily newspaper thenames

I was called because I hung out with
them. Many of my

believe that it had to be cured and he
put this country on the road 1o that
cure. Maybe the day will come when
all Americans realize that we arc all
Americans and cxacily what that
means-that we all “be judged, not by

the color of our skin, but by the con-
tent of our character.” There is at
least one school superintendent in
our state who hasn'tquite yet grasped
that simplé concept and that's what
scares me.
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basketball games and cheered wildly
but they refused 1o socialize or be-
friend the new members of the team.
They spent  year at Pikeville Col-
lege, much of it in fear for their well

being. They.did not retum for their_

sophomore years and the blunt reali-
zation that they had been frighiencd
away becausc of their skin color was
the saddest lesson | learncd in col-
lege.

I still don't understand it but I
know that bigotry is rampan®still in
today"s socigty. I know that itis ugly
and 1 know that it is patently stupid
for anyone to believe that he or she is
better and more deserving of prefer-
cntial treatment than somebody else
simply because of the color of his or
her skin. Bigotry has easily been the
most profound and debilitating so-

cial discase in our country's history.
Martin Luther King began tomake us

Memoirs of Childhood

Last week's article of special
memories brought back others from
somewhere in the almost forgotten
past that Polly suggested 1 share with
you,. -

On our way (o the farp yesterday
she opened Pandora's box of memo-

County migrated North East, to the
upper Ohio Valley and Pennsylva-
nia, where brickyards, potteries and
steelmills furnished hard work and
fair wages for those necding work.
including the migrants from the south.
‘The ones from Rockcaste County
headed for Cincinnati, Chicago,
Detroit, Indianapolis and the big cit-

she asked about other memories of
my childhood 1 had stored away.
My childhood was one of moving
often so the memories are 8 mixture
of many different places; beginning
in"the hills of Kentucky, closc io
Olive Hill'and sending in the foot-
hills of the Appalachian Mountains,
Mt. Vemon. The irony of this s, I had
never heard of Mi. Vemon, Ken-

ies where factorics were more abun-
dant conditions much dif-
ferent. ig cities may have been
more exciting but the crowded living
conditions must have been a surprisc

topeople seeking alivingwageanda

better way of life.

Our move was Lo an arca where
small towns filled the valleys along
the banks of the Ohio River. Each of

The over night trip by train to
Ormio when I was five years old must
‘wve been the beginning of
“Pancora’s box™ where I began w0
store my experiences of life. For the

~ new Sights and sounds and smells of -

the train puffing up amountain, glid-
ing into a station in a stringe town,
the acid smell of smoke coming from
the engine, or the smell of someone
eating their lunch brought fromhome,
butmost of all I remember the beau-
tiful Ohio River coming into view al
the break of day. This was all new
and enchanting 10 me. Just recently
Ish and [ talked about this train trip, it
was the first for both of us and his
memories were alitte different from
mine. He remembered Mom holding
and nursing the baby, Thelma. And
how we cuddled on the seats to sleep.
He also remembered when he saw
Dad and Jim, our oldest brother,
beside the train as we arrived. His
reunion with dad was his happiest
moment, and [ think mine was when

I saw Jim running beside the tracks
yelling to the top of his voice, Mom-
mie, Mommie. He was only about
sixteen years and had been gone from
home and working at the brickyard
for over a year. His leaving home 1o
£0 to work was the reason for us
being here, My dad was afamily man
and when Jim left home for a job in
‘Ohio and didn"t rewm within the
year Dad would go around humming
the song, "Oh where i is my boy to-

tucky, untillme; Mal..
are not.many miles separating Mt.

them having i identity.
Streetcars, small red ones for local

made a world of difference in our
lifestyle. The people from Carter
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and large yellow inter-
urbans were used for transportation

from farther away places. When we
lived in Wellsville the mlmn'bans

Liv-

night,”
outand caught thenext train for Ohio.
He soon sent for us to join them and
Ohio becamic our home.

The whole valley along the river
‘was ieeming with activity and every-.
onc who wanted work did so. Men

erpool, some fifty miles apart, and
ran every hour, the local ones every
fiftcen minuted These ran on tracks
in the center of the highway within
ten feet of qur front yard. Across the
alley in back of us was the sieelmill
that furnished the best paying jobs in
the arca. On the other side of the mill
was the railroad and directly below
that the Ohio River with steamboals
and barges signaling their approach
to the dam, “Number 8." It was an
interesting location for a kid straight
from the hills of Kentucky. Iloved it.

did work
in the steel mills, brickyards and
potteries. Women mostly worked in
the potterics while older siblings or
grandparents took care of the little
ones. Remember back in those days,
there was no such thing as a day care
cealer. My sister, Polly, and my Dad
worked at Homer Laughlin, a pottery
located across the river in West Vir-
ginia. She hand painted china while
Dad, as akiln fireman, supervised the
operation of the gas kilns.
More about this area next week.

Dear Editor:

I'd like 10 exiend a tharik you to
every conéemed Cifizen who has
shown up at our Mt Vemon City
Council meetings recenty, voicing
their concerns about the proposed
payroll/net profits tax that the coun-
cil and Mayor are aboul Lo incorpo-

- Our Readers Write

like a city swimming pool?”

1 stated | wanted a specific pur-
pose put in the ordinance for the need,
for the tax and not just deposited in
the General Fund where it could be
spent for whatever the Mayor wants
to do with it. The Mayor and clerk
were still making changes on this
7:30 p.m. Monday night

rateif the hold

reading scheduled for the second
reading scheduled for our February
monthly meeting.

Although it is down from 1.5% 1o
.5% I still voted no and stated why
before 1 voted. As one concemed
taxpayer stated, “How are we sup-
jposed 1o trust the city that this money
will go 1o pay off bills you already
have or that it will go for something

when the scheduledtime for the called
meeting was 7:00 p.m. Also | was
told that a lawyer (John Cloatz) had
looked it over and it was O.K. He
might have looked it over earlier, but
what were the changes made after he
looked iover? When [ asked why he
wasnLatiending our meeting, [ didn’t
getan answer,
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