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Points 

Ike Adams 

1 was ofTlast week. 
Monday night rolled around and 

I was sick and tired of being sick and 
tired and mad at the medical profes-
sion because nothing it has to olfcr 
gives me slightest relief for the aller-
gies to mold and pollen that beset me 
this time of year. 

I counted up the number of col-
umns I have written consecutively 
without missing a week and they 
numbered 103 and I thought to my-
self that the time may come, later in 
my life, when I need to break a record 
and that seems to be good one to 
shoot for. It beats my previous record 
for consccutfce coiumrls by at least 
90 and I've been doing this for well 
over 22 years. 

So call this column number I and 
let's all start counting all over. Next 
time we'll shoot for 104—two com-
plete years-but that's a precedent I'd 
rather not set right now. Next thing 
you know we'll be shooting for five 
years without missing a beat and 
that's not a burden Laj willing to 
carry. 

1 spent an hour on the phone last 
Sunday with my big city (l.ouievull) 
buddy. Byron Crawford, who makes 
oodles and oodles of money writing 
For the Courier-Journal three days a 
week. Byron is absolutely the best 
story finder/writer in this state and 
maybe the entire nation as far as I'm 
concerned. We spent the hour try-
ing to figure out whether or not white 
wooly worms portend bad tidings for 
the coming winter. 

(For the record. I'm not yet sure 
but I've seen them myselfand I think 

I bad : ign. t yet; vhat 
to expect this winter but I'm sure it 
will be different but more on that 
later). 

Most mornings when the Courier-
Journal comes into myofiicc. I take 
out (he state page and look for Byron 
or Bob Hill and if neither of them is 
on it, I toss the whole thing into the 
recycle heap and grieve over the ink 
and pulp that the Gannett Company 
has wasted in getting its bulk of bull 
on my desk. 

I do not believe much of what I 
read in the big city papers. 

There was a time when, not long 
ago. when I believed that writing lor 
a big city paper to be a reasonable 
and honorable aspiration. 

Jhen the Lexington Herald 
Leader fired Don Edwards. Dick 
Burdcttc and Billy Reed in one fell 
swoop and suddenly I'm not so sure 
anymore. The Herah! Leader lied 
andlicd and tied and tied that these 
guys had "retired" when those of us 
who know them know the truth. The 
firing was bitter and the paper's pub-
lisher is a bare-faced liatj There 
went 99% of the honest writing tal-
ent at the paper so why should you 
buy it anymore? Unless you arc-
hooked on those full color see-thru , 
panty and jock underwear ads from 
the big department stores. 

I currently subscribe to the Lex-
ington llerald Leader (which could 
he better named I lerald 1 Jar) because 
it is cheap compost for my garden and 
•I rarely reaff anything seriously ex-
cept the comics and then the obits to 
sec who may have died recently in 
my hometown. Whitesburg. 150 
miles away. The Sunday paper 
weighs at least five pounds and that's 
basically a pile of pictures of high 
heels, panties and hot cars but it rots 
good in the garden and I hope the ink 
doesn't soak into the ground and get 
into my veggies and cause me can-

Wltal a sad. sad comment to make 
on.joumalism. 

If the good writers don't die. the 
big papers lire them so they can send 
you incompetent, incoherent, hog-
wash dictated by corporate headquar-
ters. I defy the shysters at Knight 
Riddcr and Gannett to prove me 
wrong. 

There is no real news gathering 
anymore evidenced in your big daily 
papers. Not that it's a lost art: the pa-
pers simply will not fess-up that tl|cy 
want nobody on the news crew with 
an IQ higher than 50 . And they cer-
tainly aren't going to pay good money 
to any sensible, diligent, in-seareh-
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ofthe-troth reporters who might un-
veil whatever scams their board 
members might be involved in. 

You don't (if you are on the cor-
porate board of Knight Riddcr or 
Gannett) talk bad about Dubya Bush, 
for example, if both you and he are 
invested in an oil rig in a National 
Parlt And you sure don't hire an in-
telligent investigator/writer to dig up 
pny dirt. And if you think the big oil 
and the big news companies arc not 

in bed together you need a head ex-
amination. 

If you -art.young and you .want to 
get into real journalism my advice is 
start a newspaper. 

God only knows where you will 
get the advertising to support it if 
truth is important to you. Don't even 
think about going to work for a big-
name newspaper if you want to be 
honest. Those days are dead and 
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War? 
Dear Editor, 

I have been a resident about all my 
life in Madison County. I am a tax 
paying citizen. I sure hope you will 
publish this for me. This is concern-
ing a trial wc had here in Madison 
County around the first week of Au-
gust, 2001 .A 14-year-old boy wason 
trial. I arrtHcry concern, there arc 
knots in my stomach. I'm just trying 
to figure out where is justice in this 
county. I sure haven't found any. This 
is just bugging me to death. I can't get 
it off my mind. 

This 14-ycar-old boy wason trial, 
lie had stolen a pistol from his neigh-
bor. 1 know what he did with it was 
very wrong. Just taking the pistol he 
got 10 years. 

Myhome was robbed in 1991,iny 
storage building was robbed in 1990. 
I had thousandsof dollars stolen from 
me. I found my 30-ycar-old guitar in 
my neighbor's home. I callcd the 
Sheriffs office, they came out and 
made an arrest. I had three shot guns 
stolen, plus thousands of dollars in 
other items. Too many . i mention. 
The man was taken to jail in Madison 
County, he spent under thr ;c months. 
He never went to trial or nothing, I 
didn't get any of the things back but 
my guitar. In all these years I haven't 
been ably to figure out why he didn't 
go to trial. 

My county didn't do anything to 
help inc. I callcd. 1 made trips, you 
wouldn't believe everything I did try-
ing to get the ones that's running 

Madison County to help, no body 
would. The man went free. 

After he got out of jail he was up 
and down the toad in front of my 
house laughing and hollering at me. 
Thai's a very weird feeling knowing 
you have to leave your home and the 
same thing could happen again. I've 
lived in so much fear all these years. 
Where is the system and justice at? I 
wouldn't wish this on no body, what 
I have been through. Nothing was 
ever done about what happen to me. 
I am a good person. 

Rose Marie Peters 
Madison County 

Dear Editor, 
My husband, Clayton Durham, 

was bom and raised at Livingston. 
For sometime I understand there's 
been a Homecoming the first of Sep-
tember. Well this is the first time my 
husband attended, was he in for some 
'pleasant surprises as he got to see 
several he had not scon for 40-45 
years. 

As I sat and listened to the convcr-
sationsand I thoughthow lucky these 
people were to renew old acquaintan-
ces. yes I felt like a fifth wheel since 
I was born and raised in the Eastern 
pan of Kentucky, more in the moun-
tain section, as different one's talked 
of the theater and how they enjoyed 
going, where I came from there was 
no movie theaters! Still I wouldn't 

(Cont. to A-11) 

Today has been another day that-
will be etched on my memory like 
the one on December 7, 1941 when 
Japan misjudged the ability and 
strength of boys made into men by 
fighting for a country they loved. 

The U.S.A. was only 150 years 
old when Japan, with her well-trained 
army, navy and air force, slipped into 
Pearl Harbor.Hawaii and blew up the 
ships belonging to the U.S. Navy 
anchored there. "That Day of In-
famy" has been remembered as one 
of the worst in American history. 
Now we have another. 

It must have surprised the Japa-
nese navy and army when these 
"boys" turned out to be full grown 
men whose teeth had been cut on "do 
it well or not at all." Some of them 
had been raised on farms where work 
was a necessity to eat or go hungry. 
Their forebears had settled in a new 
country and developed it into a na-
tion they were proud to call America. 
Many were raised in towns or cities 
where kids played on the streets and 
had to either fight for what they got 
or do without. Either method taught 
these defenders of their country how 
to think, outwit and fight for what 
they knew was right and die for it if 
necessary. They had been taught 
since infancy to honor the American 

Flag and never let dishonor come to 
it. One of the hardest fought battles, 
perhaps the last one fought in the war 
Japan started, was when a regiment 
of the Marine Corp. finally, through 
bloodshed and determination, 
reached the top of a hill on Iwo Jima 
and placed the American Flag on a 
straggly pole and saluted it. That was 
a bloody war and many of our own 
boys were left behind. I will heartily 
agree with the one who Said "War is 
Hell." The very thought of it makes 
my blood run cold. But, so docs the 
dastardly deeds committed by terror-
ists. Their methods of attacking are 
even worse than that of Japan. These 
murderers of humanity and attempted 
destruction of two cities is the work 
of a legion of devils. They did not 
face an enemy, or weapon held by an 
enemy, they used hijacked American 
jets as weapons to destroy everything 
but the evidence left behind. 

Is this an open challenge to an-
other generation of young American 
men to match wits, strength, loyalty 
and love of country, to rid the World 
of animals that call themselves hu-
mans'.' I am afraid so. 

Really I was not going to write this 
week. Didn't feel up to it. Then this 
horrible thing happened so I figured 
I might as well write as sit and watch 
the honors on the screen. It is even 
worse than the T.V. horror shows. 

What's next is anyone's guess. 

r amblings... 
hy pcrlina m. andcrkin 

My question to Rick Wednesday 
morning was "are you going to write 
anything aboul this'.'" I his being ihe 
terrorist attacks on New York and the 
Pentagon Tuesday. I know there's no 

for a *tor) of this magnitude but I 
didn't feel we could not record some-
thing ol this tragic event in our 
nation's history. 

Rick's answer was. "you should 
write a column." So. here goes. It will 
probably bejnostly incoherent since 
I spent tile-greatest part of the last 24 
hours gluixj to the television screen 
and an hour Wednesday morning 
leading tiro llerald Leader. Allison's 
\ollcyhall game wasn't called ofl'. as 
I had expected it would be. and it was 
a good respite from the somber cast 
Ihe day had taken on. 

I imagine we, as a nation, will 
have many somber days in our fu-
ture After an initial reaction of hor-
ror ami disbelief. I became spitting 
mad. Mad that a nation, group of ter-
rorists. whatever would so callously 
kill thousands of innocent people pri-
marily because of ideological differ-
ences But that is oversimplifying. 

The nations that spawn these group 
despise us for our Christianity, ou 
lifestyle.oursupportoflsraelandou. . 
democratic form of government. • 

So much I hear that nothing that 
we do in our daily lives has any sig-
nificance now in relation to this trag-
edy and I can understand that feel-
ing. But. those routine's, minor 
achievements, our family life, our 
churches may be the only things that 
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