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Elliot and Labonte 
still going strong 
By Gerald Hodges'the Racing Reporter 

While .it'* true (hat "most of the 
NASCAR Winston Cup wins last 
season were by younger drivers, two 
of the old guns, Bi|l Elliott and Terry 
Labonte showed (hey still have what 
it takes to get a checkered flag. 

Bill Elliott, who at age 48 is as 
gracefully smooth, and fast as ever, 
when he's got a car that's worthy of 
him won the next-to-last Cup race of 
the season at Rockingham. N.C., and 
would have won thfc .finale at Home-
stead-Miami if not for a flat tire with 
less than a mile left in the race. 

Elliott had said Earlier in the sea-
son that he might drive only 12 races 
during 2004. but after his strong fin-

jish, the Ray Evemham driver hasn't 
formally committed to slowing 
down. He is expected to announce His 
plans this Thursday in New York. 

•City. , 
"Texas" Terry Labonte isn't ready 

to hang up his driving helmet, either. 
After one win, four top-fives, and 
nine-top- 10s, the 47yearold'Texan 
returns to the New York stage for this 
Friday's NASCAR Winston Cup 
Award Ceremonies, 

Labonte has put the wraps on his 
best season sirice 1998. 

The two-time Winston Cup cham-
pion has set a number of personal 
single-season records during the year. 

School 
Menu 

Jan. 26-30 
Breakfast 
Mon.. Jan. 26: Breakfast pizza'or ce-
real toast/jelly, juice, milk. 
Tues.. Jan. 27: Egg/Cheese Biscuit or 
cereah toast/jelly, juice, milk. 
W4d.; Jan'. 2'8: Gravy and biscuit, sau-
sage or cereal, biscuit/jelly, juice, 
milk. 

. Thurs., Jan. 29: Egg and toast or ce-
real, toast/jelly, juuee, milk. 
Fri., Jan.-30: Pancakes and syrup or 
cereal; toast/jelly, ju.ice. milk. 
Clinch 
Mon., Jan. 26: Chili Chips & Cheese 
or sandwich, Uttuut^pickle, veg-
etable sticks find dip. fruit and milk.. 
Tues,, Jan. 27 : Hamburger on bun or, 
sandwich, lettuce/pickle, potatoes, 
fruit dessert, milk. 
Wed., Jan. 28: Chicken sandwich, 
lettuce'pickle, corn chips. California 
vegetables and cheese • sauce, 
brownie, milk. 
Thurs:, Jan. 29 Chrli and sandwich, 
veggies and dip. crackers, frair des-
sert, milk,. 
Fri., Jan. 30: Hot dog on bun or sand-
wich, potato rounds, carrot sticks, fuit 
dessert, milk. 

completing more than 98 percent of 
all laps run-this year, an increase over 
his current best of 97.88 percent set 
ft 1996. 

Other persijnal single-season 
marks Labonte has broken or 
matched during the.2003 season in-, 
elude; Total, races completed — 
labonte finished all 36 races this sea-
son, one of only two drivers to do so 
(the other being Kevin Harvick). 
Labonte's previous best was 30 races 
completed, set just last year. 

Consecutive races finishing on 
lead lap — His personal best of eight 
straight was set during the champi-
onship season of 1996 and has been 
matched this year with an eight-race 
stretch that began at New Hampshire 
International Speedway in July and, 
ironically; was halted at the same 
track in September. 

Terry Labonte entered this season 
with 745 career NASCAR Winston 
Cup Series starts. The two-time 

•record of 513 straight starts in 
and continued his "Iron Man" streak 
until Aug. 5, 2000, when he missed-
the Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis 
while recovering from injuries suf-
fered a month earlier at Daytona 
Beach, Fla. Labonte's mark of 655 
consecutive events was surpassed in 
2002 when Ricky Rudd started his 
656th straight race: 

With his 1996 Winston Cup 
crbwn, Labonte became the fifth 
driver to win multiple championships 

'in the spoifs modem era (post-1971), 
joining Petty and Dale Earnhardt 
(seven each), along with Cale 
Yarborough and Darrell Waltrip; who 
hold three apiece. Jeff Gordon, 
Labonte's Hendrick Motorsports' 
teammate, has since joiped that group 
with four titles, including back-to-
back'championships in 1997 and 
1998. In 54 years ofNAStAR Grand 
National-Division and Winston Cup 
competition. Labonte is one of 13 
competitors with multiple champion-
ships - a list' that includes Buck 
Baker. Tim Flock, Ned Jarrett, DSvid 
Pearson,"Lee Petty, Herb Thomas and 
Joe Weatherly 

Terty and Bobby Labonte are the 
only brothers to win Winston Cup 
championships in NASCAR history. 
Terry won in 1984 and 1996, with 
Bobby winning in 2000. They were 
inducted into the Texas Sports Hall 
of Fame in February of 2002. 

Kenseth is winner. Ford is loser 
On his way to this year's 

NASCAR Winston Cup title. Matt 
Kenseth led all other drivers for the 
last 32 raoes of the 36-race season. 
There were fans that thought his 
championship bid laclced luster, be-, 
cause there was no controversy sur-
rounding, him like that of Tony 
Stewart last season. 

But the 31-ye«r 
Wisconsin driver did what he had to 
Uo-he kept his No. 17 Dewaft Ford 
up front After 13,932 miles of rac-
ing. Kenaeth had 25 top-10 finishes 

Thafs a pretty good record, in 
spite of only one win. 

The only other driver to win the 
title with just one race victory was 
Benny Parsons in 1973. 

Kenseth is the 26tAnd final Win-
ston Cup champion of NASCAR's 
modem era. Next year's winner will" 
be the first Nextel Cup champion. 

Most of Kenaeth's races were typi-
cal: start near the rear, hang out all 
day and stay out of trouble, and then 
move towards the front as the laps 
ran down. 

But despite Kenseth's good nins, 
his tide came in a year when Ford 
won only seven races, and four of 
those/were by Kenseth's teammate 
Kurt Busch. Greg Biffle and Dale 

. Jarrett were the other two Ford driv-
ers with victories. 

Four-time champion Jeff Gordon 
says the lone win doesn't diminish 
Kenseth's record. 

"I'd take a championship with no 
victories," said Gordon. Tm sure he 
would like to have had more victo-
ries, but 1 think what happened is they 
had such a lead and needed to hold 
and maintain that lead that sometimes. 

"you're going to be a little bit more 
conservative to do that 

"That' might keep you from tak-
ing more risks, whether it be pit calls, 
or a driver call, to make sure you get 
that top^five, or top-10 finish." 

During practice and qualifying 
Kenseth appeared to be relaxed and 
calm, but during the fall race at Char-
lotte, he decided to skip the post-
poned Busch race, which was tun just 
hours before the night Winston Cup 
race. 

"The best way I can explain it is, 
there's a feeling you get in your stom-
ach when you're leading a race and 
it's getting towards the end; and 
you're looking in your mirror and you 
can see a-car behind you," Kenseth 
said. 

"You kind of get this empty feel-
ing in the pit of your stomach, and I 
had that for about three months. I've 
felt like I've been leading the race 
with three-to-go for about three 
months." 

Mark Martin, teammate and co-
owner of Kenseth's Fdrd was consid-. 
ered by many at the beginning of the 
season to be one of the favorites. But 
Martin failed to show up in victory 
lane, and finished in 17th, 1,253 
points out of first. 

All season. Ford drivers com-
plained about their equipment. Ford 
has received verbal approval from 
NASCAR that a new cylinder head 
for its Ford Taurus will be approved 
in time for the beginning of the 2004 
season. 

This improved cylinder head 
could be a key asset in helping more 

Ford drivers find victory lane in 
2004. 

Mt. Vernon Chiropractic 
Automobile Accidents 

can cause pain and problems that.pan follow 
you for a life time if not treated immediately 
after an injury. Keep in mind that symptoms 
may not show up immediately or even within 
a'few hours, days, sometimes even months be-
cause injured soft tissues often degenerate 
slowiy. If not treated promptly here are some 
TYPICAL SYMPTOMS that indicate a seri-
ous spinal problem or injury has occurred. 

•Headache •Restricted Neck Movement 
•Pain and/or Heaviness in the Head, I^ck, Shoulder or Arm 

_ 'Dizziness *Pain Between Shoulders 
•Fainting or "Weak Feeling" Spells 'Frequent Nausea 

•Numb, Cold Tingling Hands, Feet, Arms, Legs 
•Ringing In Ears «Low Back Pain 

If you experience any:of these symptoms whetheryou've been in an accident 
or not we can give you a thorough spinal exam. Don't allow your symptoms 
to get worse. You can call to'scheduled an appointment with Dr. Meyer at Mt. 
Vernon Chiropractic. 

Call 606-256-1.986 foryoyr appointment today 
Walk-Ins Welcome. After hour appointments available. 

Open Monday - Wednesday - Friday 9 a.m. to 12:3(1 and 3 to 6 p.m.Tuesday 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. (Late Day) 
•Thursday 8 a.m. to Noon (Early Day) • Saturday - By Appointment Only 

Most Major Medical Insurance Accepted: Auto and Work Injuries Covered k 100% 

70 School Street • M t . Vernon (Former K U Bldg.) 

NEAR NEW AUTO (ENTER 
- "• US 25 North, Berea, KY 

(859| 986-8888 
C A R F A r i c , ; R T I f l F D D E f l L E R 

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY 9 
W W W . N E A R N E W A U T O . C O M 

*69 DOWN 
'00 Chev. Tahoe 
4x4, 5.3 V-8, leather, roof, has every opth 

1 £ ! s22,850 
35? ^ • V 

17,725 
2 0 0 2 C h e v . 
M o n t e C a r l o 

Only 20K miles 
$ 2 5 9 / m o 

Musi see 
$ 1 5 9 / - o 

2 0 0 0 N i s s a n 
A l t i m a 
GXE, auto 

2 0 0 1 
Escort SE 

1 8 9 Cars, Trucks, 
Vans Ec SUVs 2 0 0 1 C h e v 2 0 0 1 T o y o t a 

C a m r y 
v-6, 4 df 

*159/ 
2 0 0 1 

F o r d F o c u s R a n g e r E d g e 
v-6. air 

1 9 9 ' 

2 0 0 2 N i s s a n 2 0 0 1 K i A 
S p o r t a g e 

GXt, auto, spoiler. 
$209y 

4x4. 19K miles 
S | C A / n o 

'00 Corvette '03 Chev. Silverado X-Cab 
» (Un tom, 21K man- 4i4, kuM. 

* 2 9 , 9 7 5 * 2 2 , 9 9 0 

'03 Chrys. intry '02 Dodge I 
7'pjs*., 4 dr., iMdod. 

ilZJ25 *11,850 

'02 VW Beetle 
GU. turbo, Mfcar root, ante. 

*14 ,990 

'03 Chev. S-10, X-Cab 
4x4, 3 dt. M i 

*16,450 

'00 Honda Accord i 
LuttMr rwrf, I N M 

*13 ,990 

Just Remember "Price Sells" 
Good Cars Make Happy Customers - We Have Both 

OUR REPUTATION !S YOUR GUARANTEE! 

http://WWW.NEARNEWAUTO.COM

























