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Nascar scoring 
system official 

By Gerald Hodges/the 
Racing Reporter 

Under heavy criticism from tracks 
and soroe.dnvera, NASCAR changed 
its scoring system, setting up a show-
down' for the Nextel Cup over the 
seasop'slast 10 races. 

After six weeks of heating about 
the new changes, many racing pro-
moters and fans are becoming less 

. vocal about it. ' . 
"I'm confident it is going to wrfrk 

and the drivers and teams are going 
to like it after they hear all the de-
tails,* NASCAR chairman Brian 
France said. 

In the past NASCAR has been 
criticized .for using a points system 
that rewarded consistency more than 
winning. Matt Kenseth won the 2003 
championship despite finishing'first 
in just one race. Ryan Newman was 
sixth in the standings despite Winning 
a series-high eight races. 

The new system will change after 
the first 26 races. The driverŝ in the 
top-10 and any others within 400 
points of the leader will earn a berth 
in the "chase for the championship." 
. Those drivers will have their point 

totals adjusted. The first-place driver 
will begin the-final'lO races with 
5,050 points, the second driver 5,045 
and so on, with incremental drops of 
five points. 
'• The drivers not involved in the 

championship will keep the points 
they have earned to that point in the 
season. 

NASCAR Will award a race win-
ner an additional five points, begin-
ning with the season-opening . 
Daytona 500 on Feb. 15. 

A major factor in prompting the 
changes was the slowdown of inter-
,est in the series after" Labor Day. 
NASCAR had said they needed to do 
something to keep the fans interested, 
especially those who watch on tele-
vision once football season starts. 

"Humpy" Wheeler is the man-
" ager.of Lowe's Motor Speedway in 
Charlotte? Lowes is one of the tracks 
that has seen the fan attendance drop 
during the fall race. 

"We have the only sport that tends 
to • slow doWn as the season 

progresses, " Wheeler said ' 
to have something at the end of the 
season and put that drama into it. * 

"With all of the great games that 
have been going on in the football 
pMyoffs, who would have been, say-
ing a 'doggone, thing about Nextel 
Cup racing if there hadn't been all of 
this squawking about the points 
thing. 

"The past few yeare we've had two 
races each week, the points race and 
the.real race, I was getting a little, 
concerned about the points race part 
of it. Why. we are where are today is 
the result of fabulous racing and com-
petition on the track. It wasn't until a 
few years ago people cared anything 
about finishing third through 10th in 
the points! 

"My concern is I've seen some 
situations, particularly at some of the 
intermediate tracks, where a guy was 
running third or' fourth and had an 
awfully fast race car. This would be 
denied by any driver you- ask, but 
maybe he was thinking, 'I could take 

the.lead if I wanted to but the track is 
slick and it's going to. be tough get-
ting up there I've got to finish in the 
top-10 here so. I am just going 10 sit. 
here and run.' I really think that hap-
pens: 

"We didn't give the fan what he 
bought the ticket for, that day, and 
that's close competition where people 
are up'there passing under green, 
where there's a real fight between_ 
drivers, That competition produces 
drama and thai drama is why people 
buy tickets. They don't buy tickets to 
see .people, run around and around." 

While Wheeler and France- are 
concerned about'numbers of fans 
both at the speedways and those 
watching on television, very little has 
been said about whateffect this play-
off'system wjll have on teams. 

Where are the Travis Carter, Andy 
Petree, and Brett Bodine teams? 

They're gone because they lost 
their major, sponsors. Other teams, 
like the Wood Brothers are having to 
align themselves with other, large 
multi-car operations to survive. 

"I feel this is entertainment driven 

"It is Written" 
We have been-studying the past few weeks, about religious people who 

will be renounced in the day judgment, for working iniquity, lawlessness, 
doing things not authorised by.Jesus, Mat .7 21-23' Let's look further 

Another common practice in tl#e religious world today is. is the use of1 

instrumental music in worship The-problem with this, is that there is no 
divine authority in the N T to offer such to the Lord Sure, one can site 
passages in the O T.. like Psalm 150 to show where the instrument was use 
in praise to God. but we are not under .O -T law. Matt 171-5, Rom 7:1-4. 
God never asked for us to worship and praise him with instrumental music 
today He did ask for vocal music, singing. F.pb 5 19. Col 3 16,. Acts 
16:25 When it comes lo worship, who are we trying to please, ourselves 
<Sr God'' Why can we not simply give God w bat be asked for9 Jesus said 
that God is seeking true worshipers "/Jill the hour cometh, am/now is, 
wht?n the true worshippers shall worship the l ather in spirit and /// irtilh: 
for the I-other-seekethsuch lo uorshin hun:< iodn a Spirit: aitl they that 
forshi/rhim mint worship him in spirit ami in truth " Jn 4.23-24 No 
doubt many sincerely wint to give praise the S-ord, with the instnnnent, but 
they are sincerely wrong Godly fieople want to please God, not self' 
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and it definitely is nothing like what 
it was when racing started for most 
of us," said Matt Kenseth. the 2004 
Winston Cup champion. "I under-
stand the need to keep people inter-
ested and understand there has to be 
entertainment value, but from my 
vantage point as a competitor I'm dis-
appointed." 

All the racing promoters enthusi-
astically support it. The new 26/10 
System will add additional excite? 
men! during, the last 10 races, espe-
cially to the points leaders: 

Television cameras are only .go-
ing to devote so much time to each 
team, and if the focus is on the top-
10'teams, then the back-of-the pack 

. teams are going to be has-beens af-
ter 26 races. 

It-almost scems'.like there will be . 
two seasons; a 26-race. season and 
then a second, 10-race season. W>I1 
sponsors sign on for just 26 weeks, 
with-an option for the remaining 10 
races, only jf the driver makes the 
playoff? 

I agree with many, of the racing 
know-it-alls that NASCAR probably 
has the best intentions and hive spent 
countless hours figuring out. a way 
to make it work,-but I do not think 
the new changes are good for/the 
drivers and teams, and neither do 
most of my readers. If 1 am. wrong, 
then I will admit it, and tell the higher 
ups at NASCAR what a fine idea they 
had/ 

Racing Trivia Question: Which is 
the oldest track on the NASCAR cir- ' 
cuit? ' 

«tct S i n c e 1 9 7 6 

R.J. Smith, age 8 of'Copper 
Creek,, killed this non-typical 
buck on November 15,2003 and 
his fall turkey-on December 2, 
2003. R.J.'s cousin, Dylan 
Moore, which is in the photo 
also, would like to congratulate 
him on a good hunting season. 
Thanks .Melanie and Eddie. 

For Rent: Three bedroom house, 
fenced-in yard in Scaffold Cane area. 
$300 per month. Call 256-5900.15x 1 yjuupern 
RuralTri Transit Enterprises Coordi-
nated, Jnc. (RTEC) has an immedi-. 
a's opening for the position of Data. 
Entty/Reservationist. Applicant must 
have" computer and data entry expe-
rience. Good communicatioh skills 
and the ability to communicate in the 
English Lahguage.are essentia .̂ Ap-
plicant duties:include filing, typing, 
data entry, as well as other clerical 
duties. Applicant must have pHeasant 
personality for professional) tele-
phone usage. The starting ratfcof pay 
for this position is $7.87 per hour 

With excellent benefits.- Interested 
applicants should bring two forms of 
identification, along with'proof of a 
high school diploma>or equivalent, 
to complete an application at 100 E. 
Main St., Mt. Vernon, Ky. RTEC op-
erates a drug and alcohol-free work-

' place and is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. Closing Date is-Fcbruaty 
'13,2004. J5x2 

Cox Florist 
is now located at 

235 Richmond St. 
(Next to Board of 

Education Building) 
Watch for Grand Opening 

Coming Soon!! 

£ T \ US 25 North, Berea, KY 
(859) 986-8888 

' | C A R F A C * ! C E R T , n E D DEALER 

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY @ 
WWW.NEARNEWAUTO.COM 

DOWN BUYS*) 
W.<OT«»TOtXTRA y 

'02 Chev. Trail Blaz 
4x4, LTZ, leather, loaded 

SALE 
PRICE 

s21,750 
/Zicnas: 

1*4, M » l t MI 

*24.450 

Expedition 

17.725 19.375 
VANS 1 2 i n s tock 

Chev. Ford, GMC 
Town/Country & Caravans 

STARTING AT 
$1 0 . 6 7 5 * 1 5 9 / 
2 0 0 0 Nissan 

A l t i m a 
GXE, auto $1 B9/mo 

2 0 0 1 
Escort SE 

4 dr., auto. 
$1 39 / m o Cars, Trucks, 

Vans a SUVs 
r 

2 0 TRUCKS 2 0 0 1 Toyota 
Camry 
Just new. 

$ 2 5 9 7 mo 

zwu & 4WU( extra cabs, 
single cab. Ford. Chev, 
Dodge. STARTING AT 

* 9 , 9 9 0 
2 0 0 1 

Ford Focus 
LX, auto. 

$ | 4 9 / m o 

2 0 0 3 
Ranger Edge 

V-6, air. 

• 1 9 9 / 
1 5 SUVs 

All makes & models 
STARTING AT 

•7 ,99 .0 

2 0 0 1 KIA 
Spor tage 
4x4, 19K miles. 

$ 1 

00 Corvette 
l u lop*, 21K 

29;975 

02 vw 

514,950 *14,990 

03 Chev. S-10, '02 "Explorer XLT 
4.4, so nice. 

16.500 

99 Uurango SLT 
D-alr, 3rd 516,450 

00 Honda 
S/W, 4.4 , (toMMd 

s12,990 s13,990 12,500 

Just Remember "Price Sells" 
Good Cars Make Happy Customers - We Have Both 

em KNIMJION is r OIK OMMNIK,1 
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http://WWW.NEARNEWAUTO.COM



























