












The-Mt. Vernon Signal Thursday, February 5, 2004 Pg. A7 

Speed Week 2004 
starts this Saturday 
By Ceroid Hodges/Ike Racing Reporter 

NASCAR'* first race of ihe sea-
son gets underway with - the 
Budweiser Shootout this Saturday 
night at Daytona International Speed-
way. 

The Budweiser Shootout is a non-
, points, no-holds barred All-Star race 

under the lights. 
lite sprint race features last year's 

Bud Pple winners . and. past 
Budweiser Shootout champions. 

, ' Among the who's who pf NASCAR 
star* in the field, include defending 
champion Dale Earnhardt Jr., Tony 
Stewart, Jeff Gordon, Rypn Newman, 
Kevin Harvick and Jinimie Johnson 
• In the" final Bud Pole Qualifying 
session of the season at Homestead 
Miami Speedway, Jamie McMurray 

. earned his-first career Bud Pole and 
qualified for the 2004 Budweiser 
Shootout on Saturday night, Feb! 7, 
at the historic speedway. 

McMurray, driver of the No. 42 
Havoline Dodge, turned a record lap 

\ of 181.111 mph. 29,816 second?"on 
the new state-of-the-art 20-degree, 
variable banking at Homestead Mi-
ami Speedway. He's the 21st and fi-
nal driver to qualify for the 
Budweiser Shootout. 

McMurray, also earned the 2003 ' 
Winston Cup Raybestos Rookie of 

. the Year honor. 
"Typically the. guys in the 

Budweiser Shootout are the guys 
who race will all week, so it's going 
to be nice to .'get to race with those 
guys before, the (GatOrade) 125's," 
McMurray said. 

Drivers that have secured Spots by 
winning poles this season include 
McMurray, Jeff Green, Dave Blaney, 
Bobby Labonte, Ryan Newman, 
Elliott Sadler, Jeremy Mayfield, Jeff 
Gordon, Terry Labonte, Steve Park, 
Jimmie Johnson, Boris Said, .Tony 
Stewart, Kevin Harvick and Mike 
Skinner. - . 

Past winners already in the field 
are Dale Earnhardt Jr., Mark Martin, 
Rusty Wallace, Ken Schroder, Bill 
Elliott and Dale Jarrett. 

. The Budweiser Shootout is a pre-
lude to the first points race of the sea-
sojt the Daytop* 500, Feb. 15. 
Kcnieth: Small Town Driver, Big-

Cambridge, Wisconsin,* hero was 
the best of NASCAR last year. 

The small town of Cambridge 
might seem like a peculiar place to 
have spawned the latest NASCAR 
Winston Cup champion. But by the 
same token, Cambridge may be pre-
cisely why Matt Kenseth Is the 2003 
champion. 

Maybe there is truly something to 
it, this clicW of strong wort; ethic and 
modest behavior. Maybe it.s the 
foundation for a driver that team 
owner Jack Roush calls "extraordi-
nary mature and. borderline 

Kenseth, who shuns the spotlight 
as much as a vampire does the sun-
shine, has been unavoidably caught 
up in more attention than anyone 
could have imagined during the off 

The big question is whether he can 
repeatin 2004. 

Through the entire 2003 season, 
Kenseth and his. crew chief Robbie 
Reiser were a rock of consistency. 
There Were a couple bad weeks, but 
his No. 17 DeWalt team led the stand-
ings for 33 weeks 

"Overall, if you look at our year 
as a whole and not pick out one or 
two races, it really was a great year 
for us," said Kenseth. "We were able 
to sun up front and be very competi-
tive. We put ourselves in position to 
win and led some laps; and ran real 
good." 

"If the people were looking for a 
flashy champion, they didn't get it in 
me. But if they wanted someone who 
could* be a role model , for their chil-
dren, then I think 1 fit that." 

While the other four Roush teams 
.did not fare as well as Kenseth, Jack 
Roush believes the new engine 
changes allowed on the Ford heads' 
will he|p them win more races this 
year. . 

# 

Taco Bell 
Ten Pack Tacos 5" 

Redeem this coupon T 
and receive . 

50« off an^ combo meal J 
I Exit 62 - Mt.< Vernon 

"I know we,re going to have 
strbnger equipment next year with 
the new head, and other- design 
changes." said Roush. "Whether 
that.s-enough will be dependent on 
what we do with it, but I certainly 
look forward to the challenges " 

Kenseth won hi* firat NASCAR 
Cup Series championship in 2003, 
but he still has a long way to go to 
get to the top. 

Here are the top-seven drivers by 
number of championships: Richard 
Petty-7, Dale Earnhardt-7, Jeff Gor-
don-4, Darfell Waltj-ip. Lee Petty, 
David Pearson and Cale Yirborough 
each.have three. 

Changes in the Schedule 
This year's NASCAR Nextel Cup 

series schedule will be the first yn-
djtr NASCAR's new sponsor agree-
ment, but it will have two noticeable 
alterations. . 

. The first phase of NASCAR'* • 
"Realignment and Beyond" concept 
has resulted in two race dates at Cali-
fornia Speedway. In 2004, die track's 
traditional spring date (May 2) will 
be joined by a Labor Day. weekend 
(Sept/6) date formerly reserved for 
the Mountain Dew Southern 500 at 
Darlington Raceway. 

The Southern 500, NASCAR's 
oldest event still on the schedule 
moves to Nov. 14 as the season's" 
next-to-last race, placing it in the 
thick of the late season championship 
stretch run. 

Weekend Racing 
Saturday, Feb. 7: Before the' 

Budweiser Shootout goes green; the 
ARCA RE/MAX Series will warm • 
things up with the Advaijce Discount 
Auto Parts 200 at 4 p.mi (EST) on 
Speed Channel. 

The ARCÂ  RE/MAX Series is a 
proving ground for future NASCAR 
stars and past winners of die Advance 
Discount Auto Parts 200 at Daytoiia 
include Ryan Newman, Kenny Irwin, 
Mike Wallace, Kyle Petty, Joe 
Ruttman, Benny Parsons and Tim 
Richmond.. 

Chase Montgomery added liis 
name to that list in the 2003 Advancc 
Discount Auto Parts 200 when he 
held off veterans Bob Strait and Billy 
Venturini for- the victory. 

The 2004 Budweiser Shootout 
•will immediately follow- the ARCA 
RE/MAX Advance Auto Parts 200 
race on TNT. 

Raciitg Trivia Question: What 
year did Dale Earnhardt win his first 
Daytona 500? 

Answer to Last Week.s Question: ' 
'Which is the oldest track on the 
NASCAR circuit?. 

Answer. It if Martinsville Speed-
way, 

' If you woujd like to read addi-
tional racing stories by the Gerald 
Hodges/ the Racing Reporter, go to: 
wwW.ra<;e500.cbm . <http:// 
www.race500.com>. 

ROCKCASTLE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

TERRY F. BURTON, CHAIRMAN 
MARTIN E. VANZANT, VICE CHAIRMAN 

MICHAEL BURDETTE 
TINA CAIN HASTY 

ANGELA STALLSWORTH 

Meeting Location - Rockcastle County Board of Education/245 Richmond Street 

DRAFT 

Regular Meeting 

February 10, 2004 
J 7:00 p.m. 

(BOARD MEMBER RECOGNITION:6:00 P.M. prior to ReeularMeetine) 

L CALL TO ORDER v 

A. Silent Prayer 
B. Roll Call 
C. Reading of Board Team Commitments 

2. ADOPT AGENDA/ACTION 

I COMMUNICATION = . / 

4. O P E R A T I O I W C T W N S 
A. Approve minutes of the January 13,2004 regular monthly meeting 
B. Approve bills for payment 
C. Approve Emergency Substitute Teacher Application TC-4: 
D. Approve school trip forms-

Qal£ School Glldf £ LtoJtei 

L Di$CU$$tQWACT»QN 
A. Review/approve Guidelines for SBDM Allocations for school year 2004 

2005 
B. Review/approve 

6. DISCUSSION/REVIEW ' [ . 
A. Review Monthly Financial Report 
B. Review Superintendent's Personnel Actions Report 
C. Other: 

i; 4PJQVRNME1NT 

NEAR NEW AUTO CENTER 
US 25 North, Berea, K? 

) (859) 986-8888 
| C A R F AP ICERTIF IED DEALER 

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY @ 
W W W . N E A R N E W A U T O . C O M 

69 DOWN BUYS 
WAC. TAX »*W8 EXTRA 

'99 Lincoln NavigftjOR^ 
4x4, TV, Leather, 3rd row seat! 

**Must See!** 1 

03 Ford Explorer 
•dr., loidcd 

15,990 
4l4, h» R >11! 

ur#»rn 

s16,990 
2 0 0 i 

Must see 
$1 39 7 

'99 Chevrolet Tahoe LT 
4x4, leather, loaded! 

s . ^ . s 1 5 4 5 < ) 

Central KY's 
„ , — , . . I Town/Country & Caravans Best SelectionI STARTINGAT 

1 $ 8 , 9 9 0 
2001 

Escort SE 

20 TRUCKS 
2 W D S 4WD. Extra cabs, 

single cab, Ford. Chev. 
Dodge STARTING AT $ 8 , * 7 5 

p-~— J <J<J 
Cars, Trucks, 
Vans Ex SllVs 

2 0 0 0 N i s s a n 
A l t i m a 
GXE. aato. . 

$1 Q Q mo 

2001 
Ford Focus 

LX, auto. 
$ 149/mo 

1 5 S U V s 
All makes. & ijiodels 

LOW PRICE 
Chack us out! 

2001 Toyota 
Camry 
Just new. 

$259 / m o 

2 0 0 3 
R a n g e r E d g e 

V-6, air. 
$ | p Q / m o 

2001 Chevy 
Impala 
4dr. Loaded 

$ | pp/mo 

'02 Chevrolet X-Cab ZR2 '00 Montero XLS Sport 
4.4, 4»4, 4dr., Loaded 

*17,725 «.*•» S13 500 
'02 VW Beetle 

CLX. turbo, 
s 14,990 

'02 Plymouth Voyager 
7 passcpgtr, auto, air 

5* • 

U / Q : 

SLT '01 Ford Explorer Sport 
s12,990 

s12,500 

^ ^ 0 
"98 Ponb'ac Sunfire '00 Honda Accord ES 

« dr. «rlo, air, low nWbi Uattwr root, load*). s4,850 s13,990 
Just Remember "Price Sells" 

Good Cars Make Happy Customers - We Have Both 

OUR MUTATION IS MR GUAMM! 

http://WWW.NEARNEWAUTO.COM























