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What changes do 
you expect to see 

at RCHS in the 
next 10 years? 

It's been 10 years... 

What does the futii 

Ponder: "I think we'll 
see changes similiar to 
what we have already 

seen. Programs will be 
started and run their 

course, testing standards 
. will change. I think more 

money will be put into 
social programs." 

Mr. Riddle: "It will 
probably revert back 
to a six day period 
like they had in the 
80's, .'cause every- . 
thing in education goes 
in circles." 

Mrs. Wells: "We'll 
have a coffee bar, 

like the book stores 
do now." 

Coach Larkey: "Forms 
of discipline may 
change, but I feel like 
what's going on now is 
working.., KER A [Ken-
tucky Education Re-
form Act] will prob-
ably be gone and a lot 
of the state testing 
.will be gone." 

Mr. Adams: "All stu-
dents will have a per-

sonal computer and 
the graphing calcula-

tors we use new will 
be obsolete." 

BY: BILL BUROETT 
Predicting the future can never 

be an exact science, so the best we 
can possibly do is speculate and 
imagine. When you think of the 
future you probably think of hover 
cars, jet packs, and robots but that's 
what they would have predicted for 
the year 2004 in the year 1954. 

Every individual has their own 
interpretation of the future. Every 
thing changes over time. Take our 
school for example. It is now 10 
years old. Many of"us can still 
remember when it was flew. So 
who would know better .what 
changes may occur in the future 
than the people who have 
witnessed the changes that have 
occurred in th? past. 

If you asked a teacher about the 
changes in the past they may aiso 
mention the dress code rules that 
have been necessary. 

"We've had to add more to the 
dress code because students try to 
push the limits of w'hat they can 
wear,"' said Mrs. Polly Abriey. 

Students aren't necessarily to 
blame for the change. According 
to English teacher Jennifer 
Mattiogly, who began teaching in 
1992, "the dress code has changed 
as-more skin has been allowed to 
show in fashion." 
• School shootings in places like. 
Kentucky's.Heath County High. 
School, Jonesboro, Arkansas, and 
Columbine High School also 
caused changes in RCHS's dress 
code. ~ 

"As school safety has become 
an issue,; the dress code has 
changed," says Mrs. Mattingly. 
"For example, baggy pants weren't 
really an issue until the school 
shootings." 

As for the future one nerve 
racking problem that threatens us 
is the constantly growing student 

, population and the non-growing • 
school building. We are already 
seeing crowded classrooms and 
teachers that have no classrooms. 

"It's [the school building] going 
to .be too small," predicts science 
teacher Ryan Riddle, adding -he 
expects classrooms will have to be * 
added. 

RCHS was built with the fiiture 
in mind—meanrto be able to be 
grown in to, like buying a child 

pants two sizes too big. 
"We were so excited...there was 

tons of room. The only think that 
we were surprised about was that 
the classrooms were smaller than 
we thought there would be, but 
there were definitely more" 
classrooms. than before," 
remembers Mrs. Mattingly. 

"At the old school [now RCMS] 
we had floaters, and now we do ' 
again," she added! 

It appears that in the year 2004 
this child has grown and filled it 
out well/Now we risk out growing 
out of it in the very near future. 
Some schools that have 
encountered this problem actually 

set up trailers 
classrooms in 
accommodate the 
student populatio 
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"The usual changes will 
continue to take place like changes 
in personnel," said Mr. Roy 
Reynolds. -This year alone saw the 
addition of seven new teachers. 

Other-changes occur over time, 
as well. Take the dress code, for 
example. However, changes in 
necessary rules like the changes in 
dress code are often dictated by-
the students not.the staff. For 
example, if people began using their 
stiletto high heels on their shoe's 
as weapons against each other 
there would soon likely be a rule 
banning high-heeled shoes in the 
building. 

"When I started I thought 

jnes from '94 
i. purchased for IU MS 

luk ma> [in up ill MYiokv 

Indtrv. a\ for next \ c a r 

I i hi- mo\ t'd 

corporal punishment was a way of 
life," said Mr. Riddle. "When they 
got rid of it I thought behavior 
would go downhill but it was the 
opposite. We' learned to allow 
student input. You can't teach 
someone who doesn't want to 
learn". 

As most teachers will tell you 
the students we-have now are 
impressively mature and don't 
require the kind of discipline they 
have used in the past. 

"They've just improved; their 
behavior's better in general," said 
Mr. Riddle. 

Students tend to have a 
somewhat short-sighted view, of 
the rules that are set in place. 
Students often try to make rules out 
to be their enemy when they 
actually exist to protectthem. One 
other misconception students tend 
to have is that the rules are created 
without reason. As.time changes, 
every thing that'.we as people, 
fcneounter changes, maybe you 
have heard in'history class that the 
constitution is a living document; 
This means that when it was written' 
it was intended to be able to be 
changed as time progressed'to 
accommodate the changing 
country. The school code is also a 
living'document in which it can be-
changed. . j ' .. 

"I thfiix the rifles have 
improved. I think they're clearer 
and'the administration has been-
consistent in enforcing the rules," 

. said Mr. Reynolds. 1 think the rules 
very fair and I think we're very 

lucky, to be in a system that has the 
order and tho discipline that we 
have." 

In all^ctuality the predictions 
we make today are probably about 
as accurate as the advice trom a 

• magic 8;ball. The truth is that no 
One can predict the future. No one 
can see what" may transpire to 
change our school and the world 
surrounding it for better or worse. 

"There'ireally no way to 
predict ail the changes that will take 
place... but that's what makes life 
interesting," said Mr. Reynolds. 
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re hold? 

Mr. Coleman: "One third 
of the staff wll be re-
tired and the vocational 
school will be bigger, but 
we will still be here." 

Mrs. Mullins: "There 
will be a change 

in me; I doubt if I will 
make it 10 more years." 

Mrs. Miller: "I think 
they will do something 
different with the 
scheduling. Year around 
school is a very big 
possibility. I think 
course offerings will 
chpnge, too. We will 
head more in the techni-
cal direction." 

• Mr. Whitaker: *1 
won't be herd New 

technology will dic-
tate the structure 

of the school and 
eve:rything. Staff 

will be completely 
. changed." 

Mrs. Saylor: "We Will go 
to yearrround school 

because a lot of people 
- oround us have done 
that or are doing that. 

Othe^ than that, I 
think it will stay thev 

same." 
















